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Mateusz Sawrymowicz, 18, belongs to those European Junior Champions of the past two years who are generally considered to reach the international top in the future. This holds also true for Hungarians Katinka Hosszu, Zsuzsanna Jakabos, Evelyn Verraszto, all aged 16, and her brother David Verraszto, 17; Russians Anastasia Ivanenko, 16, and Grigory Falko, 18; Italian Caterina Giacchetti, 17, Germans Paul Biedermann, 19, and Steffen Deibler, 18; and the surprise winner in the 100m backstroke in Vienna, Ukrainian Kateryna Zubkova, 17 – to name just a few of the promising talents. They all stand for the new generation that certainly will represent Europe successfully at the 2008 Olympic Summer Games in Beijing, China.

As in the past years, the European Swimming Federation (LEN) have put up a prize money of altogether €35,000 for the best performances at the European Championships. The male and female swimmers with most points (evaluating the most valuable times)  will receive €5,000 each, the second-bests will get €3,000 each, the third-placed €2,000 and €1,500 each for the fourth to sixth-placed. The best young newcomers may cash an additional €1,500 each.

It is to be reminded that LEN permits four swimmers per event and nation in the heats, but only two per nation may compete in the semi-finals and finals.
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Many promising talents facing  a test


Short Course Europeans boast excellent entries





Trieste – The 9th European Short Course Swimming Championships in Trieste, Italy (December 8-11) boast excellent entries. About 500 swimmers from 37 countries have made more than 1,300 individual and 60 relay entries for the 38 events.





The entries are headed by the 2005 World Champions of Montreal: Laure Manaudou (FRA/400m freestyle), Filippo Magnini (ITA/100m freestyle), Mark Warnecke (GER/50m breast-stroke), Pawel Korzeniowski (POL/200m butterfly) and Laszlo Cseh (HUN/400m individual medley). Laure Manaudou also won the 2004 Olympic gold medal in the 400m free in Athens. In Montreal, Mark Warnecke became the oldest World Champion in swimming history at the age of 35. 





Austria’s Olympic silver medallist Markus Rogan has set his eyes on the 200m backstroke World record (1min50.52sec Aaron Peirsol/USA) in Trieste, which he had narrowly missed at the Arena World Cup in Berlin last January when clocking his European record at 1min50.67sec. 





Three-time Olympic Champion Pieter van den Hoogenband (NED) successfully made his comeback last weekend at the US Open at Auburn, Texas, after intervertebral disc surgery last May but will miss Trieste as well as Poland’s 200m butterfly Olympic and World Champion Otylia Jedrzejczak recovering after her recent car accident.





There will be new European Champions in nine of the altogether 34 individual events in Trieste: Martina Moravcova (SVK/200m butterfly) and Markus Rogan (200m individual medley) will not defend their titles in the respective  events; Germany’s Teresa Rohmann (200m individual medley), Antje Buschschulte (50m backstroke) and Sarah Poewe (50 and 100m breast-stroke), France’s Malia Metella (100m freestyle), Hungary’s Eva Risztov (400m individual medley) and Russia’s Roman Sloudnov (100m breast) have not been entered at all.





Germany always proved to be  the most successful team at the European Short Course Swimming Championships in the past, last year in Vienna with 22 medals (9-5-8) won. This time, however, the Germans do not think of being able to maintain the top position in Europe.





In addition to the renowned athletes of the past few years, many new talents showed up in the current short course season: Poland, for instance, with their young swimmers who performed well at the World Cup opener in Durban, South Africa. 18-year-old Katarzyna Baranowska won the 200 and 400m individual medley in world-class times of 2min10.96sec and 4min35.71sec. Aleksandra Urbanczyk, also 18, is the title defender in the 100m individual medley in Trieste. Paulina Barzycka, 19, is a medal contender in the 200 and 400m free as is 25-year-old Beata Kaminska in the breaststroke events.








                                     

















